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contend with him, than that it would be much better to reject the folly en-
tirely.
But what is this thing which Mr. Burke calls Monarchy? Will he ex-
plain it? All men can understand what representation is; and that it
must necessarily include a variety of knowledge and talents. But what
security is there for the same qualities on the part of Monarchy? or, when
this Monarchy is a child, where then is the wisdom? What does it know
about Government? Who then is the Monarch, or where is the Mon-
archy? If it is to be performed by Regency, it proves to be a farce. A
Regency is a mock species of Republic, and the whole of Monarchy
deserves no better description. It is a thing as various as imagination can
paint. It has none of the stable character that Government ought to pos-
sess. Every succession is a Revolution, and every regency a counter-
revolution. The whole of it is a scene of perpetual court cabal and in-
trigue, of which Mr. Burke is himself an instance. To render Monarchy
consistent with Government, the next in succession should not be born
a child, but a man at once, and that man a Solomon. It is ridiculous that
Nations are to wait and Government be interrupted till boys grow to be
men.
Whether I have too little sense to see, or too much to be imposed
upon; whether I have too much or too little pride, or of anything else, I
leave out of the question; but certain it is, that what is called Monarchy
always appears to me a silly contemptible thing. I compare it to some-
thing kept behind a curtain, about which there is a great deal of bustle
and fuss, and a wonderful air of seeming solemnity; but when, by an
accident, the curtain happens to be opened, and thfe company see what it
is, they burst into laughter.
In the representative system of Government, nothing of this can hap-
pen. Like the Nation itself, it possesses a perpetual stamina, as well of
body as of mind, and presents itself on the open theatre of the world in a
fair and manly manner. Whatever are its excellencies or defects, they are
visible to all. It exists not by fraud and mystery; it deals not in cant and
sophistry; but inspires a language that, passing from heart to heart, is
felt and understood.
We must shut our eyes against reason, we must basely degrade our
understanding, not to see the folly of what is called Monarchy. Nature
is orderly in all her works; but this is a mode of Government that counter-
acts nature. It turns the progress of the human faculties npside down. It
subjects age to be governed by children, and wisdom by folly*